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Amendment and Response 

Applicant: Donald J. Palmer et al. 
Serial No-: 09/685,847 
Filed: October 10, 2000 
Docket No.: 10003972-1 

Title: INTERNET PRINT MANAGING SYSTEM AND METHOD WITH PRINT JOB DISTRIBUTION 

TN TIME Cf ATMS 
Please cancel claim 10 without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 1-9, 11-19, and 33 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of managing print services provided by a print 
provider, the method comprisin g tho stopa : 

defining a print managing system controller having the print serv t coo providod by tho 

print provider rogiotorod therewith; 

defining a network communication link between the print provider and the-a_print 
managing system controller, 

presenting the print provider with a print provider interface: 

registering the print services provided try the print provider with the print managing 
system controller via the print provider interface and the network communication link: 

receiving a job ticket for a print job at the print managing system controller; 

determining via the print managing system controller if the print provider has the print 
services to fulfill the print job, including comparing the job ticket for the print job with the 
print services provided by the print provider; and 

distributing the job ticket for the print job to the print provider via the network 
communication link if the print managing system controller determines that the print provider 
has the print services to fulfill the print job. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of defining the 
network communication link includes defining an Internet communication link between the 
print provider and'the print managing system controller, and wherein the otop of distributing 
the job ticket for the print job includes ciistributing the job ticket for the print job to the print 
provider via the Internet communication link. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of -receiving the job 
ticket includes receiving the job ticket for the print job via the network communication link. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving the job 
ticket includes receiving the job ticket for the print job from a customer. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the step of defining the 
network communication link includes defining the network communication link between the 
print provider, the customer, and the print managing system controller, and wherein t h e - st e p 
©^receiving the job ticket includes receiving the job ticket for the print job from the customer 
via the network communication link. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the Gtep of r eceiving the job 
ticket includes receiving the job ticket for the print job from another print provider. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of defining the 
network communication link includes defining the network communication link between the 
print provider, the other print provider, and the print managing system controller, and 
wherein th e- atep of r eceiving the job ticket includes receiving the job ticket for the print job 
from the other print provider via the network communication link. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein th e step of r eceiving the job 
ticket includes receiving at least one of a file format, a number of copies, a print medium, a 
printing layout, a printing quality option, a color printing option, a finishing option, a delivery 
option, and a customer identification for the print job. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprisin g th e st e p of : 
associating a data file for the print job with the job ticket for the print job, wherein the 

step-oMistribming the job ticket includes distributing the job ticket and the data file to the 
print provider via the network communication link. 

10. (Cancelled) 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 401, wherein tho otop of r egi stering the 
print services includes storing the print services provided by the print provider and wherein 
tho Qlop of comparing the job ticket includes retrieving the print services provided by the 
print provider. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 401, wherein th e step of r egistering the 
print services includes registering a printing capability of the print provider with the print 
managing system controller. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 401, wherein the st e p of r egistering the 
print services includes registering at least one of a file format compatibility, a print medium 
capability, a printing layout capability, a printing quality capability, a color printing 
capability, a finishing capability, a delivery capability, and an identification of the print 
provider. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 401, wherein th e step of registering the 
print services includes updating the print services provided by the print provider when the 
print services provided by the print provider are modified. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein th e step ol ^distributing the job 
ticket is performed by the print managing system controller. 

16. (Currently Amended) The m e thod of olaim 1, wherein the step of diotributing the job 
ticket includes A method of managing print services provided bv a print provider, the method 
comprising: 

defining a print managing system controller having the print services provided by the 
print provider registered therewith: 

defining a network communication link between the print, provider and the print 
managing system controller: 

receiving a job ticket for a print job at the print managing system controller 
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determining via the print managing system controller if the print provider has the print 
services to fulfill the print job, including comparing Lhe job ticket for the print job with the 
print services provided bv the print provider; 

automatically, distributing the job ticket for the print iob to the print provider via the 
network communication link if the print managing system controller deter min es foat the print 
provider has the print services to fulfill the print iob; and 

distributing r edistributing t he job ticket for the print job to another print provider 
having print services to fulfill the print job when the print provider is unable to fulfill the 
print job. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprisin g the stops of : 




completing the print job with the print services provided by the print provider; and 
delivering the print job. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the otepo of: 
tracking a status of the print job with the job ticket for the print job. 

19. (Currently Amended) A system for managing print services provided by a print 
provider, the system comprising: 

a print managing system controller-con fi gured to havo the print aorvices provided by 
the print provider rogiotorod thorowifln ; and 

a print provider interface communicated with the print managing system controller 

wherein the print services provided bv the print provider are registered with the print 
managing system controller via the t>rint provider interface. 

wherein the print managing system controller is adapted to receive a job ticket for a 
print job and compare the job ticket with the print services provided by the print provider to 
determine if the print provider has the print services to fulfill the print job, and 

wherein the print managing system controller is adapted to distribute the job ticket for 
the print job to the print provider if the print managing system controller determines that the 
print provider has the print services to fulfill the print job. 
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20. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the print managing system controller is 
configured to communicate with the print provider via a network communication link, and 
wherein the print managing system controller is adapted to distribute the job ticket for the 
print job to the print provider via the network communication link. 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the network communication link is an 
Internet communication link, 

22. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the print managing system controller is 
adapted to receive the job ticket for the print job via a network communication link. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 22, wherein the network communication link is an 
Internet communication link. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the print managing system controller is 
adapted to receive the job ticket for the print job from a customer. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein the print managing system controller is 
configured to communicate with the customer via a network communication link, and . 
wherein the print managing system controller is adapted to receive the job ticket for the print 
job from the customer via the network communication link. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein the network communication link is an 
Internet communication link. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the print managing system controller is 
adapted to receive the job ticket for the print job from another print provider. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the print managing system controller is 
configured to communicate with the other print provider via a network communication link, 
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and wherein the print managing system controller is adapted to receive the job ticket for the 
print job from the other print provider via the network communication link. 

29- (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein the network communication link is an 
Internet communication link. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the job ticket for the print job includes at 
least one of a file format, a number of copies, a print medium, a printing layout, a printing 
quality option, a color printing option, a finishing option, a delivery option, and an 
identification for the print job. 

31. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the print managing system controller is 
adapted to receive a data file for the print job, and wherein the print managing system 
controller is adapted to distribute the job ticket and the data file to the print provider via a 
network communication link. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 31 s wherein the network communication link is an 
Internet communication link. 

33. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 19, wherein the print services provided by 
the print provider are registered with the print managing system controller via the print 
provider interface and a network communication link. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 33, wherein the network communication link is an 
Internet communication link. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 19, further comprising: 

a print managing data storage system configured to communicate with the print 
managing system controller, wherein the print managing system controller is adapted to store 
a registration of the print services provided by the print provider in the print managing data 
storage system. 
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36. (Original) The system of claim 19; wherein the print services provided by the print 
provider include a printing capability of the print provider. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 36, wherein the printing capability of the print 
provider includes at least one of a file format capability, a print medium capability, a printing 
layout capability, a printing quality capability, a color printing capability, a finishing 
capability, a delivery capability, and an identification of the print provider. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the print services provided by the print 
provider are updated in the print managing system controller when the print services provided 
by the print provider are modified. 

39. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10, A system for managing print services 
provided bv a print provider, the system comprising: 

a print managing system controller configured to have the print services provided bv 
the print pr ovider registered therewith, 

wherein the print managing system controller is adapted to receive a job ticket for a 
print job and compare the job ticket with the print services provided bv the print provider to 
determine if the print provider has the print services to fulfill the print job, 

wherein the print managing system control ier is adapted to automatically distribute 
the job ticket for the print job to the print provider if the print managing system controller 
determines that the print provider has the prim services to fulfill the print job, and 

wherein the print managing system controller is adapted to distribute r edistribute the 
job ticket for the print job to another print provider having print services to fulfill the print 
job when the print provider is unable to fulfill the print job. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the print managing system controller is 
adapted to track a status of the print job with the job ticket for the print job. 
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